Use of DNA reassociation in bacterial classification.
The reassociation properties of DNA provide invaluable taxonomic tools. Different methods may give different reassociation values. However, the thermal stability of reassociated DNA strands (a measurement that seems independent of method) is useful in delineating genomic species. Although many phenotypically defined species have been confirmed by DNA reassociation, some medically important genomic species previously had been split into several nomenspecies on the basis of a few characteristics whereas some environmental genomic species had been lumped into unidentifiable aggregates. It might take some time before the nomenclature can be adapted to new taxonomic findings.